Ashburton — Chuley Road Masterplan

This newsletter provides an update of the current position in preparing the Masterplan for
the redevelopment of Chuley Road, Ashburton. This masterplan is being carried out in
response to an approach from several major landowners at Chuley Road who wish to
redevelop their sites. The Masterplan will provide a ‘blueprint’ for the redevelopment, it
will ensure that opportunities are taken to provide wider community benefit (for example
through new parking and flood mitigation), and require that individual planning
applications piece together and contribute towards these wider improvements.
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How will we make a decision on the railway proposal?

A report will set out an appraisal of a number of options for the further inclusion of

railway heritage matters into the Masterplan. The options considered will be:

1) The conservation of railway heritage buildings within the site, with public access
to those buildings where possible

2) The conservation of Ashburton Station building, and use as a railway heritage
centre

3) The safeguarding of a route for the future provision of a new railway line
between Buckfastleigh and Ashburton (in combination with option 2)

4) The provision of a new railway line between Buckfastleigh and Ashburton, with a
station which lies short of Chuley Road (in combination with options 2 and 3)

5) The provision of a new railway line between Buckfastleigh and Ashburton Station
(in combination with options 2 and 3).

In reaching a decision on the feasibility of the reinstatement of the railway link the
principal technical issues that Masterplan Steering Group and DNPA will need to
consider are:

Evidence demonstrating the deliverability of a railway proposal

Evidence demonstrating the social, economic and environmental benefits of a

railway proposal consistent with National Park purposes

The timescales for delivery of a railway proposal, and a consideration of this

against timescales for the current Masterplan proposals

The weight of evidence to support any change of course on the Masterplan,

including the context of pending planning applications or existing permissions

The implications of changes to the Masterplan and subsequent local plan review
DNPA would consult the community on an alternative proposal or further alterations
to the Masterplan if a proposal is clearly set out and if it is considered that it is
feasible.
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